Funding Sources for Products to Help you Remain Independent

General Tips:

Write up a single paragraph that describes quickly but clearly exactly what you need and why you need it. Example: I have a rapidly relapsing or chronic relapsing form of multiple sclerosis. My condition has worsened dramatically over the 3 years since I was diagnosed. I am also the single mom of an autistic 6 year old boy. (He often needs to be carried into the house due to his condition).I recently moved to a new location at higher elevation to get out of the heat that severly exacerbates my MS. The rental house is single story but is not accessible because there are 4 steps to get into the house. (I recently fell down these stairs and was hospitalized for 17 days. I need a modular ramp so that I can use my walker or wheelchair to get in the house without fear of falling. This ramp is modular and can be moved and retrofitted to my next rental house (current Lease is till August 2008). The National MS Society is contributing $200 to the ramp. My grandfather will fund the unfunded amount up to $353.81 leaving me $1,000 that is unfunded, not covered by insurance or any other financial means.

Confirm from each contract any qualifying requirements such as age, region of the country, disease, income, savings, previous help from that agency, doctor request and so on.

Private Organizations 
Certain private organizations will be able to assist with part of the money, so pursuing several sources may cover the bulk of your expenses, usually available for those who meet an organization's particular need-based criteria.

Write a proposal letter describing the type of modifications you need, why you need them, and the costs involved. (Obtain three bids for services in advance so you'll know how much you need.) Possible sources: The American Cancer Society, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, National Muscular Dystrophy Association, and the National United Cerebral Palsy Association. (Local branch offices will not have the resources the national offices do.)

	What is Assistive Technology?

	Assistive technology (AT) is any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities. (29 U.S.C. Sec 2202(2) 

Who Uses Assistive Technology?

	Individuals with disabilities use assistive technology to accommodate limitations due to their disabilities. 


Modest Needs.org  Funds up to $1,000 in 3 categories of grants including one for independent living
Grant Type 3: Independent Living Grants

Modest Needs makes Independent Living Grants by remitting payment to a creditor / for an expense on behalf of persons who are permanently unable to work but who nevertheless are living independently on the limited income to which they are entitled - their retirement income, or their permanent disability income, for example.

In making an Independent Living Grant, our goal is to empower financially responsible persons who cannot work to continue to live independently on their limited incomes, despite an unexpected expense which no conventional agency is prepared to address.

You should apply for an Independent Living Grant if:

· You need assistance to afford a small, irregular expense which would substantially improve the quality of your life, but which you cannot afford without assistance due to your fixed income.
For example, a permanently disabled person who is normally self-sufficient on his or her disability income but needs help to afford a piece of accessibility equipment not covered by Medicare would be an excellent candidate for an Independent Living Grant; or

In order to qualify for an Independent Living Grant:

1. You must be permanently unable to work due to disability or retirement; 

2. Your household's single largest source of income must be either the disability income or pension / retirement income to which your household is entitled. 

3. Your household's total earned income from all sources, including retirement and/or disability, must equal at least the cost of your monthly rental or mortgage plus $250, but not more than the cost of your monthly rental or mortgage plus $2500.00; 

4. The expense with which you need assistance can be paid on your behalf, directly to a vendor; and 

5. The expense with which you need assistance can be paid in full for no more than the maximum grant for which your household qualifies from Modest Needs. 

  Unfortunately, Medicare usually does not pay for vehicle wheelchair lifts (unless a child is involved). However there are some potential sources of funds. For example: 

  Many, if not all of the car manufacturers have programs which offer financial assistance towards the cost of installation of adaptive equipment on new car purchases. Click to see the program for: Toyota, General Motors, Chrysler, Ford. We have not listed every manufacturer's program, but nearly all of them have similar programs. If your manufacturer is not listed here, ask them. 

  If you have been injured on the job, workers compensation may cover some or all of the costs of vehicle adaptation. 

  Veteran’s benefits usually provide for modifications. 

  Liability insurance usually provides for adaptations if your disability has come from an accident. 

  Some state vocational programs may pay for vehicle modification if it is necessary to return to work. Click to find the Vocational Rehabilitation agency in your state. 

  Some charities may be able to help. For example, if you are from Ontario, Canada, the Ontario March of Dimes has a Home and Vehicle Modification Program. 

  Some local governments may be able to help. Just a few examples are: Atlanta, Georgia, Delaware, Quebec. 

  Many states have programs which offer loans to disabled people for assistive technology. Click here for a list of State Loan Programs. 

  Ask at your local Center for Independent Living to see if they know of a funding source. Click here to find addresses of Centers for Independent Living. 
Medicaid  877-267-2323  www.cms.hhs.gov

(Home and Community based waiver) requires proof the device will help a person stay in the home instead of needed of moved to a hospital or other care facility. You need to qualify for medicaid based on income and savings requirement through your County Department of Social Services. Home and Community Based (HCB) Waiver Program

Medicaid can pay for ramps and home modifications under the home and community based waiver program as part of an array of in home services. This is an important note: An individual cannot be made eligible for the waiver just to get these modifications. The individual must receive extensive services that enable them to stay in the home instead of living in a nursing home. For more information, contact The Department for Medicaid Services, Division of Long Term Care and Community Alternatives, (502) 564-5560. 
These programs vary by state. To begin researching potential funding for any home modifications, check with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MedicaidStWaivProgDemoPGI/MWDL/list.asp
Katie Beckett (Medicaid) intended to meet the health care needs of children with disabilities who are not eligible for Medicaid due to family income.Eligibility: Determined on a case by case basis and is based on child's level of care. Contact: Local Medicaid Office or State Office

Tax Deduction: Internal Revenue Service
IRS
J.F.K. Building
Boston, MA
800-829-3676

Adaptations to your home, as well as purchase of equipment maybe deducted as expense on your federal tax if they as prescribed by a doctor. Publications #907 "Tax Information for Persons with Handicaps or Disabilities" explains all. 

· Internal Revenue Service (IRS): deductions are allowed for certain modifications such as installation of ramps, widening doorways, modifying kitchen cabinets and equipment, moving or modifying electrical outlets and fixtures, fire alarms, and smoke detectors. Accessibility features are considered medical expenses. Check with your local office or tax attorney for details.

Metropolitan Society for the Crippled Children and Adults 586-465-5225 www.wheeler.or  Provides directory for the disabled with a listing of organizations that may help.

Independent Living

National Council on Independent Living 703-525-3406 www.ilusa.com  or find your local  Independent Living Office in your area. ontact the National Council on Independent Living Centers at (703) 525-3406 (V); (703) 524-3407 (TDD). Most states have a state independent living council (SILC) that can give you a referral. See the Directory of Centers for Independent Living, http://www.virtualcil.net/cils (Click on your state for the CILs nearest you.)
Ramps/Home Modifications

The Access Modification Program (AMP) provides for modifications (such as ramps, widened doorways, lowered countertops, etc.) that will provide access or increased independence for people with significant disabilities.

Income Guidelines
To qualify for funding for home modifications, applicant must meet income guidelines for the program. Funding is determined first by the health and safety needs of the applicant and is on a first come, first serve basis thereafter. Guidelines are based on HUD low-income standards.

Demonstrated Need
In order to obtain approval for a DCIL funded access modification, there must be inability to use a single point of entry/exit to the home independently.

Private Insurance Companies

· Private insurance can include home modification as part of a rehabilitation program. Certain modifications, such as purification systems or air conditioners may be covered as a medical necessity, if prescribed by a doctor. Make sure to get a letter from your doctor describing your injury and what is needed. (Expect an automatic denial, and then keep appealing before being accepted. Remember to provide the specific information requested by your insurance company, such as obtaining several price quotes for an item. 

Most companies will pay for durable medical equipment. This does not include things related to transportation, ramps, and many other things. It does relate to things that to go into your bathroom, help with mobility etc.

Rural Housing Administration

Individuals living in a rural community of less than 20,000 individuals can apply for Section 504 loans or grants. The grants may be up to $ 5,000 and loans up to $15,000 at 1 percent interest. There are strict income guidelines. For more information, contact the Rural Housing Administration in Lexington at (859) 224-7300.

The Rural Developments office provides 502 or 504 loans in rural areas. Low income homeowners over 62 also qualify for grants under 504 to build and repair their homes. Contact your local SDA/Rural Developments county office.
 Rural Housing Administration
800-414-1226  www.usda.gov
Provides a wide variety of grants and loans to disabled based on income guidelines. 

· USDA Rural Housing Service (RHS): The USDA Rural Housing Service has various programs available to aid in the development of rural America. Funds are available through community facilities loans, home ownership loans, rural rental housing loans, home improvement loans, and more. 

· USDA Rural Development, Section 502
The Direct Rural Housing Loan Program, Section 502, provides assistance to very low, and low income owner-occupied households. The Guaranteed Rural Housing Loan Program provides assistance to households with moderate incomes to buy, build, improve, repair or rehabilitate rural homes. Call (202) 720-4323 for information.
· State and Local Office Information: Find the USDA RHS Office nearest you on this easy map. USDA RHS also has a Centralized Service Center with a toll free number at 1-800-414-1226. 

· USDA Rural Housing Service (RHS): The USDA Rural Housing Service has various programs available to aid in the development of rural America. Funds are available through community facilities loans, home ownership loans, rural rental housing loans, home improvement loans, and more. 

· State and Local Office Information: Find the USDA RHS Office nearest you on this easy map. USDA RHS also has a Centralized Service Center with a toll free number at 1-800-414-1226. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs: Home Loan Program
More than 29 million veterans and service personnel are eligible for VA financing. These loans are often made without any down payment at all, and frequently offer lower interest rates than ordinarily available with other kinds of loans. Your local VA regional office information can be reached by using the toll-free number: 1-800-827-1000.

Veterans with disabilities may contact their service officer to determine how much modification the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) will pay. Also ask about the Veteran's Administration Home Adaptation Grant Program. For literature and details on programs, contact the Paralyzed Veterans of America: (202) 872-1300 (V), (202) 872-1300, ext 622 (TTY), (202) 785-4452 (FAX).
Q 
Access Home Modification Program
The Access Home Modification Program provides mortgage loans (up to $10,000) to assist persons with disabilities or who have a family member(s) living in the household with disabilities who are purchasing homes and need to make accessibility modifications. This program provides a deferred payment loan, with no interest or fees, and no repayment until the house is sold, transferred, or the first mortgage is paid off or refinanced. www.phfa.org/programs/singlefamily/ahm.htm
Center for Accessible Housing (CAH)
CAH publishes fact sheets, such as Financing Home Accessibility Modifications, Home Financing for Older People, Benefits of Accessory Unit Housing for Elderly Persons with Disabilities, The Housemate Agreement, and technical packages for using grab bars, universal design, etc. Contact: Center for Accessible Housing at North Carolina State University, (919) 515-3082.

Independent  Living Rehabilitation Program
P.O. Box 1309
190 Southgate Drive
Boone, NC 28607
Service for persons with severe disabilities. To provide an alternative to institutionalization, assisting with: recreational activities, attendant care, attendant management training, guidance and counseling, home and vehicle modifications, housing information and placement, independent living skills training, and rehabilitation engineering.
USDA Rural Development
134 Government Circle, Suite 201
Jefferson, NC 28640
(828) 765-0889
House payments may be lowered, home repair, grants for the elderly, weatherization loans, home ownership loans, personal financial counseling, very low income repair loans, elderly rental apartment referrals.

High Country (Region D) Council of Governments
P.O. Box 1820
Boone, NC 28607
(828) 265-5434
Provides assistance to prevent displacement and alleviate housing conditions, which pose an imminent threat to the life or safety of very low and low-income homeowners with special needs. Examples of repairs could include new roofs, new monitor heater, or a handicapped ramp.
High Country Family Caregiver Support Program
P.O. Box 1820
Boone, NC 28607
(828) 265-5434
With so many programs and the different eligibility requirements, seniors and their caregivers often need help knowing what services are available and whether they qualify for various programs. Information & Assistance is the key to connecting older adults and their caregivers with needed services, such as housing, transportation, nutrition, respite care, and other issues of concern. Provides assistance in accessing services or a Resource Directory of Services in the High Country.

Blue Ridge Opportunity Commission (BROC)
1747 US 21 North
Sparta, NC 28675
(336) 372-7284
Information and referral, housing weatherization and repair

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD Homes) has various programs for low income families and persons with disabilities. Check government pages in your directory for contact information. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Go to their web site designed for people with disabilities for information on home repairs and grant programs. http://www.hud.gov/groups/disabilities.cfm
The Accessible Customized Environments Program (ACE) locates, purchases, rehabilitates or modifies homes that have been pre-sold to qualified families with a member who has a physical disability. Contact ACE at Extended Home Services: (847) 215-9490.

NORTH CAROLINA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROJECT (1990)
Department of Health and Human Services
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services
1110 Navaho Drive, Suite 101
Raleigh, NC 27609-7322
Project Director: Ricki Hiatt
Phone: (919) 850-2787 (V/TTY)
FAX: (919) 850-2792
E-mail: ncatp@mindspring.com
Homepage:
http://www/ncatp.org
Home Care Program

The Department for Aging and Independent Living Home Care Program enables individuals ages 60 and older to live in their home and not in a nursing facility. Home repairs are included in this program and can cover the cost of supplies, equipment or repair. For more information about this program, contact the Office of Aging Service at (888) 642-6930 or (502) 564-6930

 Social Security www.ssa.gov
Can get accessibility equipment funded through Plan for Achieving Self Support (PASS) program   www.ssa.goc/work  You must be on SSI or SSDI and need accessibility equipment to help you work. You can also report expenses under Impairment Related Work Expense (IRWE program) to your local social security to offset income that you earn above SGA levels.

Social Security

The Department of Community Based Services Permanency and Protection Unit has two programs that may pay for home modifications, the Impairment-Related Work Expense Program (IRWE) and the Plan for Achieving Self-Support (PASS). 
IRWE: The IRWE allows SSI and SSDI recipients to deduct the amount they pay for home modifications from their earned income allowing the individual to receive applicable amount of benefits. However, the individual must prove that these modifications will enable them to go to work.  Impairment-Related Work Expense (IRWE)

The IRWE is money that is set aside from income to pay for equipment or services a person may need in order to work. Some examples are transportation (including vehicle purchases), medication, medical equipment and other adaptive devices, and home modifications (including ramps). The basic requirements of IRWE are as follows: 

· Items or services must be purchased directly by the beneficiary (remember to keep all receipts/records of purchase). 

· Items/services should not be reimbursable by other funding sources such as public or private insurance. 

· The items/services must be needed to enable the person to work. 

· Items/services must be related specifically to the individual's impairment. 

Many assistive technology expenses could qualify as IRWEs. These include:

· transportation expenses for persons who are mobility impaired (e.g., hand controls or a hydraulic lift for a vehicle); 

· construction of ramps or lifts to allow a person to leave the home; 

· purchase of a telecommunication device for a person who is deaf to perform work in an office or from home; and 

· specialized or modified office equipment (e.g., desks, phones, or computers) to work in an office or from home. 
IRWEs can cover a very broad range of devices and services. Examples include: any equipment or service a person needs to prepare for work before leaving home, such as ramps or medical equipment; transportation to and from work (including the purchase of a car or van); ostomy or incontinence supplies (including diapers and catheters); and even personal assistance in the home for a short time before or after work. The IRWE program is available to both SSI and SSDI beneficiaries.
The PASS plan allows SSI recipients who are working for a vocational goal to deduct the amount they pay for home modifications from their earned income allowing the individual to receive applicable amount of benefits. However, the individual must prove that these modifications will enable them to go to work and they have a limited amount of time to achieve an occupational goal. Also the Community Based Services must approve a PASS plan before it goes into effect. For more information on any of these programs, contact your local Department of Community Based Services Permanency and Protection Unit or visit the Work Incentives website at www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityresearch/wi/generalinfo.htm 
· The PASS must be in writing and approved by the Social Security Administration before it can be implemented; the IRWE does not carry this requirement. The SSA prefers that beneficiaries use its PASS form (SSA-545-BK). The PASS plan should describe a specific work goal that the beneficiary is capable of performing and a specific time frame for reaching that goal. 

· A separate account needs to be established for PASS set-aside money, and payments into the account must be made according to the schedule stated in the PASS. It is not just a question of saving receipts for reimbursement. 

· The PASS's time frame cannot exceed 48 months.

 Call the Social Security Administration's national toll-free number, (800) 772-1213, to find out how to apply.
Kat’s Network has a Special Services and Equipment fund  502-564-7722

Crisis Assistance Ministry (http://www.crisisassistance.org/)
[North Carolina] For over 25 years, Crisis Assistance Ministry has been dedicated to helping low-income families who are facing a financial emergency and struggling to meet their basic needs. 704.371.3001

Crisis Control Ministry, Inc. (http://www.crisiscontrol.org/index.html)
[North Carolina] CCM strives to assist any Forsyth County resident who faces financial crises which impede the fulfillment of basics life needs. For CCM, life necessities include housing, clothing, utilities, food, and prescription medications. 336-724-7453

Mountain Housing Opportunities (http://www.mtnhousing.org/)
[North Carolina] The Emergency Home Repair program is the first program created by MHO. The goal of the program is to reduce the immediate risk to health and safety in homes owned and occupied by low-income families so that they may remain in their homes. To be eligible for the Emergency Home Repair program, homeowners must occupy their homes and the home must be located in Buncombe County.To apply for home repairs, homeowners should call MHO at 254-4030. An application and program information will be mailed to you.

NC Department of Health and Human Services (http://www.dhhs.state.nc.us/)
[North Carolina] 'This is the home page for the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services. Here you have access to information regarding the many services that the NC DHHS provides.'
SoapinTrucker 
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North Carolina Social Service Agencies (http://www.uncp.edu/sw/ncssa.html)
[North Carolina] They list private and government agencies in every county for North Carolina.

ALS Association (http://www.alsa.org)
National nonprofit. Resources, research updates, news regarding ALS (also known as Lou Gehrig's disease).

Alzheimer's Family Relief Program (http://www.ahaf.org/afrp/afrp.htm)
Emergency grants are provided for expenses such as short-term nursing care, home health care, respite care, adult day care, medications, medical or personal hygiene supplies, transportation, and other expenses related to care for a patient with Alzheimer's disease.

American Kidney Fund (http://www.kidneyfund.org/)
Provides direct financial assistance for the benefit of kidney patients. Toll-free 'Help Line' is 800.638.8299

American Public Human Services Association (http://www.aphsa.org/links/statecontacts.asp)
Internet site that list social service agencies by state

Association of Blind Citizens (http://www.blindcitizens.org/assistive.html)
The Association of Blind Citizens has established the Assistive Technology Fund. The Assistive Technology Fund (ATF) will provide funds to cover 50% of the retail price of adaptive devices or software

Beyond the Rainbow Charitable Foundation (http://www.beyondtherainbow.org/)
Beyond the Rainbow gives people with catastrophic illness or injury one less thing to worry about by providing them with financial support. 973-628-7767

BRIGHTER TOMORROW GRANTS (http://www.msfocus.org/)
The goal of the grant is provide individuals with MS with goods or services (valued at up to $1000.00 per recipient) to improve their quality of life by enhancing safety, self-sufficiency, comfort, or well-being. To qualify, a person must be 18 years of age or older and diagnosed with MS, or the parent of a minor child diagnosed with MS, and be a permanent U.S. resident. They must not have any other means of fulfilling the need they express. 888-673-6287

Disability Resources Organization (http://www.disabilityresources.org/DRMreg.html)
List by state of disability resources.

Easter Seals (http://www.easter-seals.org/)
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and special needs, and their families, live better lives for more than 80 years. Whether helping someone improve physical mobility, return to work or simply gain greater independence for everyday living, Easter Seals offers a variety of services to help people with disabilities address life's challenges and achieve personal goals. The main site will put you in contact with your local state organization. They have an extensive list of resources listed to help you find resources for your disability

Easter Seals Project ACTION (http://projectaction.easterseals.com)
Easter Seals Project ACTION promotes cooperation between the transportation industry and the disability community to increase mobility for people with disabilities under the ADA and beyond. We offer various resources, as well as training and technical assistance, in an effort to make the ADA work for everyone, everyday. More than a dozen years after our creation, our goal - and our name - remains unchanged: Accessible Community Transportation In Our Nation (ACTION). Project ACTION is pleased to offer a toll-free telephone number at 800-659-6428 that is answered Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern Time. The TDD number is 202-347-7385. The Easter Seals Project ACTION staff can answer questions about ADA rights and responsibilities, direct callers to additional resources, and help members of the disability and transportation communities address diverse accessibility issues.

Foundation Grants to Individuals Online (http://gtionline.fdncenter.org/)
'Find sources for scholarships, fellowships, grants, awards, and other financial support with the only online resource devoted exclusively to foundations that fund individuals!'

Government Assistance For Low Income Individuals And Families (http://www.geocities.com/spetite_oh/assistance.html)
A very good website that has links to all kinds of *federal government assistance programs* compiled on one page.

GovLoans.gov (http://www.govloans.gov)
'government loan, government loans, agriculture, business, education, disaster relief, small business, veteran, housing, student loan, agriculture loan, farm, farm loan, rural, business loan, small business loan, education loan, disaster relief loan, housing loan, veteran loan'

grants etc for fixing up house/apt (http://www.hud.gov/local/index.cfm)
help you find local hud office where you apply for help for things like roof repair/bathroom remodel (for handicap access etc income must be less then 80% of median income of area.

Mobility Unlimited (http://www.mobilityunlimited.org/)
Mobility Unlimited serves as the 'last resort' by financially assisting physically disabled adults who have exhausted all other financial resources available to them (including private health insurance, Medicare, or Medicaid) and are still unable to meet their mobility needs. Mobility Unlimited strives to improve the individual's quality of life by giving the individual a 'hand up' by helping the individual help himself or herself to remove the obstacle, obtain the equipment or receive the treatment he or she needs to improve the quality of his or her life. Our focus is on providing equipment that will enable the individual to pursue or maintain employment. Mobility Unlimited also serves as an advocate on behalf of physically disabled adults who may need some help communicating with their insurance company in order to obtain the mobility equipment they need to be productive members of their community. Phone 877.516.0605

Rebuilding Together (http://www.rebuildingtogether.org)
National organization of volunteers who repair low-income homes at no cost to homeowners. Includes links to local affiliates.

Silver Cross (http://www.silvercross.com)
The free SILVER CROSS Information Service helps you... Find a recycled or low priced new disability assistance device that meets your specific needs, Review common models for each product group with helpful questions and key tips, Informs about local funding sources in your area, and Allows you access to preferred manufacturer pricing to save you money

Eligibility -Veteran with service disability
-Homeowner
The Specially Adapted Housing Program allows veterans with a service related disability to receive a grant of not more than 50% of cost of specially adapted housing unit or to a max of $38,000. The funds may be used to build, buy or modify a home.

The Special Housing Adaptation Program is for veterans with a less severe service related disability. Grants of up to $6500 are available for the cost to adapt a house or for the market value of adapted features in a house or for the market value of adapted features in a house when it was purchased.
Loans are also available to build, buy or modify a home.
Veterans Administration (VA)

The VA offers programs that pay for ramps and home modifications. For more information, contact the VA Office at (800) 827-1000.
Department of Veteran’s Affairs – Home Improvement
The Home Improvement Structural Alterations Program (HISA) through the VA provides funding for disabled veterans to make home improvement necessary for the continuation of treatment or access to the home or bathroom facilities.

For more information contact 303-331-7190, http://www.va.gov/ or http://www.va.gov/hac/factsheets/fmp/FactSheet02-05.pdf
Veterans Housing-Guaranteed and Insured VA Home Loans
Department of Veterans Affairs
Washington DC 20420
Web Site: http://www.va.gov
Phone: (202) 273-7390 
Description: Interest subsidies, tax breaks, to buy, construct, repair homes, mobile homes, condominium units.

Specially Adapted Homes for Disabled Veterans
Department of Veterans Affairs
Washington DC 20011
Web Site: http://www.va.gov
Phone: (800) 827-1000 
Description: To provide financial assistance to certain disabled veterans for a home specially adapted to their needs. Veterans must be entitled to compensation for permanent and total service-connected disability.

Disabled Veteran's Home Accessibility Grants
Web Site: http://www.homeloans.va.gov/sah.htm
Toll Free: (800) 827-1000 
Description: Grants to provide home improvement funds to make homes handicapped accessible. For more information, please contact your local Veterans Affairs Office.
Department for Vocational Rehabilitation

For individuals who qualify for Vocational Rehabilitation Services, ramps and home modifications can be services that are provided if it enables the person to become employed.  Your State's Vocational Rehabilitation program may pay for such things as ramps if the ramp allows a person to get to his or her job. For more information, contact (800) 372-7172.

VA Home Loan Guaranty Services (http://www.homeloans.va.gov/)
The VA offers loans to qualified military service personnel and veterans to help improve a home. For more information, call 1-800-827-1000

Specially Adapted Housing. Disabled veterans who receive U.S. Government assistance under Title 38, United States Code Annotated for the acquisition of specially adapted housing are eligible for an exclusion from ad valorem taxation on the first $38,000 in assessed value of housing together with the necessary land therefore which is owned and used as a residence by the disabled veteran.
Vocational Rehabilitaiton (http://www.jan.wvu.edu/SBSES/VOCREHAB.HTM)
Every state in the union has a Division of Vocational Rehabilitation that helps individuals with disabilities either find work or retrain to go back to work. If you have limitations that impede your ability to work, but want assistance with the obstacles to make it back out there into the work force, contact your state's Vocational Rehabilitation agency. In most cases, there may be a waiting list, but the most significantly disabled are served first, and it is a good resource. Services can include things like money for school, limbs & braces, vehicle modifications (ie - steering controls), and in some cases, even dentures or glasses

MR/DD Special Services and Equipment Fund

This Special Services and Equipment Fund helps pay for assistive technology services and devices for individuals with mental retardation and developmental disabilities who have exhausted all other sources of funding. This fund may pay for ramps and some home modifications. For more information, contact the Special Services and Equipment fund at (502) 564-7722 and ask for your local comprehensive care center.

Apply for individual grant from Foundation-Foundations and Donor's Forums
Foundations are nonprofit organizations that support charitable activities to serve the common good. Individuals, families or corporations create them with endowments (donated money). The make grants with the income they earn from investing the endowments and are exempt from federal income tax. Ask the librarian of the main library (not a branch) to show you where to find lists of private foundations.

Supported Living

The Supported Living program administered by the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation provides funds to individuals with a severe disability or their families that enable them to live in the community. Ramps and home modifications can be provided as part of this fund. Any person with a severe disability can apply for services; however, funds are limited. Call the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation for more information at (502) 564-7702. 

Habitat for Humanity

The Habitat for Humanity under its remodeling program may provide volunteer labor to construct a ramp if materials are provided. Call your local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity for more information.

Fair Housing Act

If you are a renter, the fair housing act requires that your landlord allow you to make your residence accessible. The landlord is not required to assist you in paying financially in doing so. In addition, you must agree to return the interior of the residence to its original condition when you leave. You do not have to remove exterior modifications such as ramps. For more information on the Fair Housing Act, contact (800) 699-9777.

Private Mortgage and Home Loans 

· Low interest Home Equity loans or lines of credit are available from most banks for amounts up to 80 per cent of the equity a person owns in their home.

· Any accessibility features, such as a ramp or lift should be added to the price of a home when applying for a mortgage.

· Federal Home Bank/Affordable Housing Programs are connected with the savings and loan industry. Check with a larger bank or savings and loan institution. 

Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation
1325 G St., NW, Suite 800
Washington DC 20005-3100
Web Site: http://www.nw.org/network/utilities/NWOLookup.asp
Phone: (202) 220-2300 
Fax: (202) 376-2600 
Description: They offer affordable housing solutions to low income families to buy their own home, rehabilitate their home, or rent an affordable dwelling. They also offer community initiatives to create better housing opportunities. Realty Associations

Sometimes either your local Home Builders or Realty Associations may devote one day to conduct minor repairs on homes for the elderly. Contact your local association for more information.
Call all local agencies and chapters related to your diagnosed diseases. There are several different types of MS Organizations and the national organization or the local chapter should be contacted to see if they fund ramps and other modifications in your home. Often the amount available is between $500-1000. For multiple sclerosis, you can contact the MS Society and its chapters, MSAA, MSF and other MS organizations. Similarly, you can contact Muscular Dystrophy Association, Multiple Sclerosis  Society, Spina Bifida Association, and United Cerebral Palsy .

DisabilityInfo.gov
Web Site: http://www.disabilityinfo.gov
Description: They have many different programs for disabled people, like housing assistance, transportation, education, employment, and more. They have a location finder on their website so you can find the office nearest to you. 
The Rural Housing Service
Web Site: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/common/indiv_intro.htm
Description: "The Rural Housing Service provides a number of homeownership opportunities to rural Americans, as well as programs for home renovation and repair. RHS also makes financing available to elderly, disabled, or low-income rural residents of multi-unit housing buildings to ensure they are able to make rent payments." Check out their website for a location near you. 
Community Connections
P.O. Box 7189
Gaithersburg MD 20898
Web Site: http://www.comcon.org/
Toll Free: (800) 998-9999 
Description: If money is needed to install wheelchair ramps or to widen doorways so they are wheelchair accessible . . . or even if your elderly father needs a new roof … there is a free money program that awards grants starting from $1,000 to seniors who need to fix their homes. This money comes from the HOME Repair/Modification Programs for Elderly Homeowners. 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project United Cerebral Palsy Associations (UCPA) at Washington D. C. (800) 872-5827- UCPA provides funding information on equipping homes with technical support to promote independent living. For more information, call the UCPA

CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

B'nai Brith, Elks, Knights of Columbus, Odd Fellows, 4-H, Shriners, Lion's, Rotary, Masons Grand Lodge, Knights of Pythiasis, Hadassah, Fraternities/Sororities
Employees & Unions

Some large corporations and unions will help with adaptations if the employee, union member of family member has a disability.
 

 

Rural Development (Farmers Home Administration (FHA)

Contact US Government Office in Amherst

413-253-4300 or 800-352-8015

Eligibility -Location in rural area

Income level

FHA provides loans up to $105,000 at interest rates from 1 to 9% depending on income level and family size.
Discount Ramps .Com wheelchair and scooter ramps and lifts are eligible for reimbursement under the terms of the various mobility programs offered by GM, Saturn, Ford, and Chrysler, Volkswagen, Toyota and Texas state. There is also a wide variety of state, federal, and other programs listed below to financially assist you with your wheelchair ramps purchases from Discount Ramps .Com. These programs were established to provide cash payments to disabled drivers for the installation of adaptive equipment in any new vehicle, whether it is purchased outright or leased. Call the numbers listed and find out if you are eligible for any of these programs to help in paying for your wheelchair ramp or lift. Please help us expand this resource and contact us if there are any funding resources available that are not listed here.

GM Mobility Program
Through the GM Mobility Program, a customer will be reimbursed for an amount matching the cost of after-market driver or passenger adaptive aids, including installation, or reinstallation, up to a maximum of $1,000 when such equipment is installed on an eligible GM vehicle. For more information, contact the GM Mobility Assistance Center, toll free at 800-323-9935 (TTY Users: 800-833-9935). In Canada call 800-263-3777 or 905-644-6624.

Lexus Mobility Assistance Program
Lexus provides a reimbursement of up to $1,000 to each eligible, original retail customer for the exact cost they paid to purchase and install qualifying adaptive driving or passenger equipment for transporting persons with physical disabilities. This offer applies to all purchased or leased new 2001 and later Lexus vehicles. Leased vehicles require advance written lessor approval of adaptive-equipment installations.
Please call Lexus Customer Satisfaction with any questions: (800) 255-3987 or (800) 443-4999 - TDD Lexus supports the U.S. Department of Transportation's recommended process, which is detailed in the brochure, "Adapting Motor Vehicles for People With Disabilities." Copies are available by calling (888) 327-4236 or at http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
Saturn Mobility Program
Customers will be reimbursed by the Saturn Mobility Program for the cost of after-market driver of passenger adaptive aids, including installation, or reinstallation, in an amount up to a maximum of $1000 when such equipment is installed on an eligible Saturn vehicle. For more information, contact the Saturn Mobility Program, toll free at 800-553-6000 (TTY Users: 800-833-6000). In Canada call 800-553-6000.

Ford Mobility Motoring Program
The Ford Mobility Motoring Program provides the customer with a check, directly from a Ford or Lincoln-Mercury dealer, for up to $1000 toward the exact cost of the installation of adaptive equipment when purchasing or leasing any eligible new Ford or Lincoln-Mercury vehicle. For more information, contact the Ford Mobility Motoring Program toll free at 800-952-2248 (TTY Users: 800-833-0312). In Canada call 800-565-8985.

Chrysler Auto mobility Program
When the customer buys or leases any new Chrysler Corporation vehicle, Chrysler Corporation will provide cash reimbursement to help cover the cost of installing adaptive driver or passenger equipment on a vehicle. Conversions to full-size Van Ramps and Ram Wagons and minivans may be reimbursed up to $1000 while all other Chrysler Corporation cars, and trucks qualify for a maximum of $750. For more information, contact the Chrysler Auto mobility Program toll free at 800-255-9877 (TTY Users: 800-922-3826). In Canada call 800-265-6908 or 313-916-9448.

Volkswagen Mobility Access Program
Volkswagen will refund $1000 on the purchase or lease of a new Volkswagen vehicle if vehicle access or ramp equipment is installed. For more information, contact Volkswagen of America, Inc., Mobility Access Program, PO Box 214378, Auburn Hills, MI, 48321-9975 or toll free at 800-DRIVE VW. Or visit Volkswagen on the web at www.vw.com. 

Toyota Mobility Program
Toyota and Lexus will provide cash reimbursement of up to $1,000 to each eligible, original retail customer, for the cost of purchasing and installing qualifying adaptive driving or passenger equipment for transporting persons with physical disabilities. The offer applies to all purchased or leased new 2001, 2002 or 2003 Toyota or Lexus vehicles and vehicles must be adapted within 12 months of delivery date. Eligibility requirements for assistance can be found at www.toyota.com/mobility and at any authorized Toyota or Lexus dealer. A recommended process for adapting motor vehicles for people with disabilities can be found at the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA) Web site at www.nhtsa.gov
Volvo Mobility Program
Volvo Mobility by Volvo provides: Up to $1,000 in financial assistance toward the cost of adding adaptive equipment to an eligible new 2006 Volvo and up to $200 on alert hearing devices. Maximum reimbursement is $1,000.

Toyota Mobility Assistance Program
The Toyota Mobility Assistance Program provides up to $1,000 cash assistance toward the exact cost of adding adaptive equipment to a purchased or leased new 2001, 2002, or 2003 Toyota vehicle. Toyota supports the U.S Department of Transportation's process, which is detailed Online click here! Copies of the program outline are available by calling (888) 327-4236.

Are there loans available for room addition to accommodate frail elders / handicapped relatives? 
One possible source of help would be the local FannieMae office. For more information, visit their web site at http://www.fanniemae.com FannieMae also has 3 programs that might be helpful; the HomeChoice program, Home Keeper program, and the Home Equity Conversion Mortgage. More information is on the web site at http://www.efanniemae.com/singlefamily/mortgage_products/product_type.jhtml?role=#reverse
Bank of America has Home Modification Loans for Homeowners under their Access Loans category. The program includes fixed interest rates and low minimum loan amounts. To apply for an Access Loan call (available only in the states listed): 
California, Illinois: 1-800-843-2632, Texas, New Mexico: 1-800-900-9000 TDD 1-800-833-2632. 

